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and helped them with their advice. In connivance with
several of their convict comrades, they approached the
palisade at night or early in the morning. (This refers to
the. palisade at the convict farm at Fonwharry which had
been converted by Riviere into his base of operations).
There they received information from their comrades inside,,
regarding expeditions planned or under way. Nothing,
indeed, would have been easier, and to prevent this leakage
was almost impossible.'
It would be interesting to know if those two convicts were
from amongst the political deportees, and saw in the native
revolution both an opportunity of revenging themselves on
the administration, and in striking a blow for their anti-
imperialist convictions.
The belief that the ravaging of the native plantations by
the station-owners' cattle was one of the chief causes of the
revolt is also shared by Riviere, although he seems to think
it justified. 'I don't think one need look for special or local
causes for this crisis. There are some maybe—but isolated,
arbitrary acts, or bad treatment are not sufficient to make a
people revolt. A more serious reason would be grievances
caused by taking over—more or less justifiably—the land
of the Kanakas, and the trespassing of the cattle into those
reserves which had been left to them. When their planta-
tions were ravaged, it meant for them hunger, or further
unceasing toil. But the great cause of the revolt—one could
say the only one—is the antagonism one finds at all times
between the conquering and conquered peoples. The latter
must be absorbed by the former or disappear. The black or
copper-coloured races—be they in America or Oceania—
don't absorb. They are too different to the whites...'
In other words, it seemed that Riviere's idea of settling
the situation was that the conquered should conveniently
disappear. The possibility that the whites might disappear
didn't enter his mind, although it was only seventy years
. previously that the natives in Haiti had risen against their
French overlords, and massacred or expelled every white

